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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  4b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSF0R  0T  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 


2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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EGD-3  31  October  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  45th  Engineer  Group  (Construction) 
for  Period  hiding  31  October  1969/  ROS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 


THRU :  Commanding  General 

18th  Engine 3r  Brigade 
aTTN  :  aVBC-.CS 
APO  96377 

Commanding  General 
United  States  Any,  Vietnam 
ATTN:  AVHGCJDbT 
APO  96375 

Commander  in  Chief 
United  States  Arny,  Pacific 
aPO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development 

Department  of  the  Jirmy  (aCSFOR-Da) 

Washington,  D.  C.  20310 


Section  1.  Operations i  Significant  Activities 

1.  The  45th  Engineer  Group  (Construction)  is  located  in  the  I  Corps 
Tactical  Zone,  the  Republic  ofVietnam.  During  this  reporting  period 
the  group  headquarters  remained  at  Phu  Bai.  The  battalions  and  separ¬ 
ate  companies  of  the  45th  Engineer-  Group  (Construction)  are  located  in 
the  general  vicinity  of  Quang  Tri,  Hue-Phu  Bai,  and  Chu  Lai,  RVN. 

Inclosure  1  is  a  schematic  diagram  depicting  the  organizational  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  45th  Engineer  Group  (Construction)  at  the  end  of  the  report¬ 
ing  period.  Inclosure  2  is  a  listing  cf  units  and  commanders  comprising 
the  45th  Engineer  Group  (Construction). 

2.  The' mission  cf  the  45th  Engineer  Group  (Constx-uction)  is  to  provide 
non-divi3ional  engineer  support  throughout  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone  in  gen¬ 
eral  support  of  III  Marine  Amphibious  Force.  Specific  tasks  undertaken 

in  accomplishing  the  mission  were  minesveeps,  combat  engineer  construction 
in  support  of  tactical  operations,  IOC  construction  and  cantonment  con¬ 
struction  for  D.S,  Forces  in  Northern  I  Corps. 

FOR  OR  uT 

(sliasi 

Inclosure  i 


EGD-3  31 < October  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  45th  Engineer  Croup  (Construotion) 
for  Period  Ending  31  October  1969,  BCS  CSFOR-65  (RI) 

3.  The  following  is  a  list  by  unit  of  the  significant  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  the  45th  Engineer  Group  for  this  reporting  period; 

a.  14th  fhgineer  Battalion  (Combat) 

( 1 )  5260  EF  of  rovetraents  were  erected  in  the  Phu  Bai  area  for 
pr  vfceotion  of  helicopters  and  billets. 

(2)  54,800  6F  of  MSivI  matting  was  emplaced  for  helipad/taxiway 
construction  and  erosion  damage  repair  in  Phu  Bai. 

(3)  Extensive  combat  support  construction  at  Camp  Carroll,  FSB  A-1, 

FSB  A- 2,  FSB'  C-1,  and  FoB  C-2  produced  the  construction  of  49  living  bun» 

,  leers,  5. fighting  bunkers,  3  each  propellant  and  powder  bunkers,  2  F1)C  bun- 

j  kers  and -6  heavy  gunpads. 

(4)  7  km  of  Rte  .5554  were  upgraded  by  installing  300  EF  of  culvert, 
hauling  3500  CY  of  fill,  constructing  a  20  ft,  single  lane,  class  50 
bridge  and  graded  and  compacted  roadway. 

(5)  8  km  cf  Rte  5474  wore  upgraded.  This  was  a  joint  US  -  ARVN 
project  and  proved  that  the  artVN  engineer  elements  are  both  qualified 
and  capable, 

(6)  a  new  4  span,  class  50  tiaber  trestle  bridge  was  constructed  on 
Rte  550. 


b.  27th  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat) 

(l)  Operation  Horace  Greeley  terminated  on  29  Sep.  Significant 
accomplishments  were: 

Ia)  Road  pioneered  to  FSB  Rendezvous  -  72  km  in  length 

b)  Construction  of  FbB  Blaze, 

c)  Tank  trail  (nit  to  A  Shau  Valley, 

d)  Construction,  of  PSB  Rendezvous, 

e)  Produced  75,819  CYS  of  crushed  rock, 

f)  Cut/fill  -  1 ,554,371  CYS. 


(2)  On  19  October  construction  began  on  an  8  1cm  road  in  the  Phu  Thu 
District  area.  35,120  Cubic  meters  of  fill  has  been  hauled  and  placed 
1  and  13,600  linear  meter.? of  roads  graded  ana  shaped.  A  land  clearing 

A  project  in  conjunction,  with  the  construction  has  resulted  in  1500  aerds 

being  cleared. 
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££D-3  31  October  1969 

bUBJBCT t  Operational  Report  of  the  45th  Engineer  Group  (Construction) 
for  i'eriod  finding  31  October  1969,  *Cb  CBFOK-65  (KI) 

c.  39th  Engineer  B  ttalion  (Combat) 

(1)  All  base-course  work  was  completed  on  4l*-1  frora  VAumg  dgai 
(B&642745)  to  Due  *ho  (fl&60637b). 

(2)  The  oomploted  portions  of  WL-1  from  ICTZ/1I  CTZ  Border  to 

*'Ku  <30  Ian)  und  from  quang  hgai  to  Mo  Duo  (24  km)  were  turned  over  to  the 
Ministry  cf  fublio  Works  on  14  Oot  ..-nd  25  hep  respectively. 

(3)  Construction  of- a  50  foot  ,  class- 60,  timber  pile  brioge  (3S77146l). 

(4)  Construction  of  «  14,000  bf  rotary  wing  parking  a^ren  at  I\io  hho 
was  completed  on  19  bepterbor. 

4.  Major  oivio  action  projects  undertaken  by  units  of  the  Group  were: 

a.  The  constriction  cf  an  irrigation  canal  system  in  the  vioinity 
of  LZ  Goldie. 

b.  The  orphanage  at  euang  Sgai  (3S645728)  started  last  quarter  was 

completed.  . .  \ 

0.  Construction  has  been  taken  ever  from  M CE  42  cf  a  children's 
hospital  in  mucig  Tri  consisting  of  6  buildings  (25,626  SF). 

5.  itKVii  engineer  units  worked  with  45th  Ot  unite  on  the  following 
projects  s 

1.  Upgrading  of  tL560. 

b.  Upgrading  of  HL  547*. 

c.  Construction  bf  Camp  C,.rrell 

d. .  Construction  of  Dual  Blade  Bunkers  at  ft'U  *u2  and  C-l. 

13,  i’lonour  road  to  Fbft  T-Bone. 

f.  fhu  Thu  -  Thu;'  f'j  Road 

6.  Voluntary  Informr.t  Program  (VI?)  activities  continued.  The  39th 
tnginocr  Battalion  (Coabat)  was  the  fore funner  in  tho  program,  a  total 
of  fcVft  95,300  was  spent  in  return  ftr  74  rounds  of  a. munition,  40nm  and 
larger,  8  rackets,  74  gromdos  andother  mlsoelinreous  items. 
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iCD-3  31  October  1969 

Operational  rie^ert  of  the  45th  Engineer  Grcup  (Construction) 

-  for  Period  Ending  31  October  1969,  HCo  CbFQH-65  (HI) 

7.  dnder  the  MLDC.U-  Program  645  patients  were  treated. 

8,  we  thor  genera  .jy  favored  construction  in  the  45th  Engr  Gp  aroa 
during  august,  adverse  conditions  inhibited  constriction  efforts  during 
September  and  October. 

Mtik  JU.  MA  iMj&bl 


Shu  kJL 

^nnny  Trl 

ihaJhl 

Aug  Total 

0.05 

0.71 

0.11 

24  hr  high 

0.01 

0.18 

0.05 

Sep  Total 

21.60 

24.40 

24.20 

24  hr  high 

2.90 

7.17 

6.32 

Oct  Total 

51.40 

25.90 

75.06* 

'4  hr  high 

8.00 

10.23 

21.65* 

*  Heoord  rainfall  for  Vietnam 

9*  hceny  activity  in  the  I  Corps  Tactical  hone  affecting  units  of  the 
45th  engineer  Group  (Construction)  decreuaed  in  August,  September  and 
October.  Tublo  II  lists  enotqy  initiated  incidents. 


TstfLE  lit 

Lk&m 

bug 

wD  L.CIDi*»TS 

Ssu 

Oct 

Mines/Booby  Traps  Found 

27 

11 

17 

Mines/Booby  Traps  Detonated 

10 

3 

38 

MortGr/Kccket  attacks 

9 

Vi 

11 

Sniper  Flre/Afbushes 

14 

17 

3 

Bridges  Damaged /Destroyed 

3 

0 

0 

Culverts  D  maged/Destroyed 

5 

0 

1 

Other 

38 

12 

11 

TUI  mL 

113 

57 

82 
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•  •  31  Octobor  1969 

bUijJhCT :  Operational  Report  of  the  45£h  Engineer  Group  (Construction') 
for  Period  Ending  31  October  1969,  HCS  CSF0R-65  (HI) 

10.  The  following  significant  enemy  initiated  incidents  occurred: 

a.  B  Company,  39.£h  Bngr  Bn  (G)  op  12  August  received  50-75  ro’undc 

of  mortar,  RFG  and  t>aP,  followed  by  a' three  prong  ground  attack  by  estimated 
coir*. ,»y  size  enemy  force,  nesults  were  18  NVA/VC  KIA,  2  captured  AK-47»s, 
200—300  ChiCom  grenades,  1  REG  launcher,  9  RRG  rounds,  and  10  bangalore' 
torpedoes.  Company  B  suffer-.d  2  US’WIA  (M)  (BS628854), 

b.  •  C  Company,  . -,39th  Bngr  Bn  (C)  on  ,  12  August  while  on  minesv/eop  was 
ambushed  from  botn  sides  of  the  road  receiving  heavy  a/W  end  8-10  rounds 
yf  RIG.  0no.‘wouhde,d-'VC  was  captured.  .  f0ne  US  was  KIA  (C/39),  10  US  WIA 
(3M),  1  pa  5  ton  an£  1  oa  t  ton  trucks' destroyed.  (BS758489) 

•  »  V 

c.  On  19  August  the  73d  Engineer  po  (PS)  .paving*  teuia  received  4-HRG 

and  numerous  M-79  rounds,  an^  800-1000  rounds  of  A/W  fire."  1  US  KTa  and 

1  US  WIA.  The  paving  machine  was- -a  total  loss  ‘(BS889279). 

•  *  '  »  •  • 

_  Cn  23  August  1st  platoon,  D  Company,.  19th  EBC  receivod  heavy 
SAF  irom  ambush,  a  reaction  force  comprised  of  C  Company  apd  3  dusters 
whilo  meving  to  assist  the  platoop.vas  ambushed  also  rocoiving  4-5  rounds 
of  60mm  mortar,  200  rounds  of  SaF,  and  20-25  rounds  of  REG  fire.  Contact 
broke  at  1630.  The  reaction  force  while  returning  to  its  base  camp  re¬ 
ceived  4  rounds  of  60ram  mortar,  15  WVA  wero’KIX,  1  REG  launcher,  1  AK  47, 

1  aK  50  and  1  M-16  captured,  (US  casualties  wpre  1  US  KIA  (hUP/19).  8. US 
wlA  ( 2 — HHG/ 4.5 ^  1 -C/19,  5-0/19),  1-2^-  ton  (soils  lab)  truck  dostroyed,  and 

2  (.infantry)  dusters  destroyed  (Bb82334o) . 

0.  On  22  October  1st  platoon,  G  Company,  14th  KdC  while  rotuming 
from  its  work  site  was  ambushed  by  pn  USEF  with  SAF  and  RIG,  US  casualties 
wore  2  US  KIA  (C/14)  and  1  dozer  destroyed  (ID356355). 

11.  45th  -lyigineer  Group  personnel  casualties  during  tho  reporting  period 
aro  summarized  in  Tablo  III. 


CASUALTY  bUitfiARY 

2m 

HhC 

5QLC 

KRa 

2 

0 

1 

0 

4 

Won-battle  donths 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

UHa 

8 

1 

25 

2 

3 

Won-battle  wounds 

2 

17 

8 

0 

'  t 
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iCD-3  31  October  1969 

:  Opt-rational  Aet  ort  of  tne  45th  Engineer  Group  (Construction) 
for  Period  ending  31  October  1969,  RCb  Cif'Ort-65  (RI) 

12.  Tho  45th  Engineer  Grouj.  (Construction)  authorized  personnel  strength 

we*  recently  cut  by  294- spaces  to  3056.  Present  strength  is  97  percent 

Ox  tae  readjusted  strength,  bhortogas  In  specif io  areas  continue  to  be 

critical  latain  tho  following  lir.ted  bolow  as  of  1  Nov  69. 

.  •  -  » 


m 

teg 

2 

05U20 

Radio  Operator 

35 

‘  21 

60 

12*40 

Cbt  **igr  bquad  •*<ir 

226 

152 

70 

51650 

Const  Foremen- 

'  2 

1  ... 

.  50 

62020 

Asphalt  tqpt  Operator 

12  ■ 

7 

58 

62G30 

wuurry  Man 

16  ■ 

8 

50 

62G40 

'Auu*ry  Mon  supervisor 

8 

4 

50 

62*50 

Const  Mach  butoxviaor 

4  . 

2  .. 

..  50 

67N2F 

Uh~1.Helo  itepairman 

■X 

(I  ‘ 

0 

7fi-20 

Mc.int  &ta  b^ocinlist 

■  19 

9 

47 

76X40 

bu^ply  bgt 

22 

13 

59 

82A10 

Rodman  4  Tapeman 

;  6 

•  2 
l 

33 

M4  JLl. 

■  JA& 

2m 

am 

M. 

Silver  btar 

•  •  •  * 

•  0 

0 

.3  . ... 

•  0 

* 

Region  of  Merit  1 

/  6. 

•  0 

0 

Distinguished  filing  -  0 

.  0 

0 

0 

^roaa 

boldierla  Medal  0 

0 

0  * 

6 

Bronze  btar 

(V-devicc )  1 

2 

11 

0 

Bronze  btar 

16 

18 

.10 

16 

Air  1’ Vidal  (V^device)  0 

n 

** 

.  c 

0 

Air  Medal 

0 

.  0 

2 

15 

at;^-  Commendation 

Medal  (V-devlce)  0  2-  13  0 


Arcy  Commendation  Medal  30  35  53  23 
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^li-3  31  October  1969 

bUb.JbCT ;  Opu rational  Report  of  the  45th  rbginour  Group  (Construction) 
for  Period  Hnding  31  October  1969  *Cb  CbFQM5  (HI) 

TAdjto  /:  DISCIPLINARY  AClIthb 


11th 

22ttl 

m 

Special  Court  Partial 

0 

7 

11 

0 

Article  15 

56 

72 

51 

3 

I 

bection  2  -  Persons  Learaodt-  Commanders  Observations,  ^valuations, 

.aid  rtecommendations. 

1.  PersOiinol:  hone. 

2.  Operations*  1 

a.  Culvort  Placement  by  Aircraft  (Hook) 

(1)  PhB-jvition:  In  tho  construction  of  a  pioneer  rood,  rapid 
pl  cing  of  culvort  is  us-cntlal  In  maintaining  con? truction  progress. 

On  many  occasions  culvort  placement  is  required  ahead  of  completed  road* 
way  making  transportation  «f  mi  to rials  difficult. 

(2)  Evaluation:  Culvert  rn.terir.ls  ay  bu  pre—isscmbled  end  airlifted 
to  the  job  site. 

(3)  ^ucoiamanAiUnrta *  k.rge  culverts  U&' ,  60“ ,  and  72")  may  be  pro¬ 
as,  ombled  and  strutted  at  the  rear  work  site  and  hocked  to  tho  work  site 
by  Ch47.  ic.rly  morning  scheduling  of  ciroreft  eliminated  hover  problems 
pilots  experienced  daring  the  hotter  portion  of  thu  d.\y. 

b.  Protection  of  bridge  Abutments 

(1)  ^kflnrv^'.tion»  bridge  abutments  washing  out  during  heavy  rains. 

(2)  Evaluation:  If  a  by-pass  is  constructed  upstream  from  the  bridge 
with  insufficient  culvert  to  allow  passage  of  increased  stream  flow 
caused  by  heavy  rains,  the  by-pass  tends  to  act  as  a  diversion  wall 

and  the  stream  flow  is  diverted  to  the  lowest  or  weakest  point  in  the 
by-pass.  In  one  case  the  lowest  point  corresponded  with  one  of  the 
bridge  abutments  and  the  flow  was  diverted  against  the  abutments. 

(3)  tV-flflCU iXlPh •  bot-ign  by-pass  structures  to  accomodate  antic¬ 
ipated  flood  flows  or  insure  that  the  olcvatioa  of  toe  centor  of  tho  by¬ 
pass  is  low  enough  so  that  increased  flood  flow  will  not  bo  divertod  against 
aoutments. 
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EGb-3  31  October  1969 

ulbJmCT:  Oj.cr  ■•uoij.il  iGj,.ort  of  the  45th  Kigincer  Group  (Construction) 
for  ioriod  ending  31  Octobor  1969,  uCb  CiJTUR-65  (W) 

c.  Kino  rrobess 

(1)  Observation:  Constant  bunding  end  stocking  while  probing  leads 
to  fatigue  on  long  mine sweeps. 

(2)  bv.ilur  tion :  fU.no  probes  should  be  made  of  a  light,  herd  mate  rial 
such  as  fire  hardened  bamboo  with  sufficient  length  to  eliminate  the  tiro- 
soou  stooping  and  bending  at  each  4 ossiblo  site,  f robes  of  this  typo  hnvo 
been  in  use  for  a  considerable  amount  of  time  vith  excellent  results. 

(3)  Kponflanopd/itioni  A  lighter,  stronger,  and  u anger  trobo  bo  made 
available  for  mine  .robe  teams. 

3.  Training:  w'ono 

4.  Intelligence:  hone 

5.  logistics: 

a.  Qbperv. .ticn :  During  the  monsoon  season  rapid  build-up  of  mud  on 
the  ^ower  trail,  and  chassis  components  has  buon  as.  ociatod  with  losing  . 
oil  <ind  gro  so  soils. 


b.  hvr  .^nation :  Tho  accuaiulation  of  mud  on  the  undor  carriage  clogs 

breather  vents  and  forms  an  insolation  shield  .round  & car  cases.  Tho  « 
potions  causes  the  looking  of  se.ls. 

0.  rtwnnmmEnd.  tJinn:  Operators  should  pay  special  attention  to  wash¬ 
ing  and  chipping  aw.iy  of  mud  from  the  under  carriage  to  allow  heat  to 
dissi>.  .to  from  go  or  cases  and  insure  o.in  broathor  vents. 


6 .  Org  animation :  done . 


2  lncl 

as 

lncl  1  wd  HQ,  DA 
Dl£>TnIBUTlu« ; 


Uji/kOLL  iJ.  Ic'iKia.IEK 
Colonel,  CE 
Commanding 


2  —  Uli>Cboiitr..C,  iiiiii :  GIGi— DT 

3  .  CG,  UhAitV,  Ail\n  aVHGC-DST 

4  -  CG,  18th  Engr  dde,  AT*«:  aV3C-Co 
15  -  File 
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AVBG-CG  (31  October  1969)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  45th  Engineer  Group  (Construction) 
for  the  Period  Siding  31  October  1969,  ICS  CSFOR-65  (R2) 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  16TH  ENGINEER  BRIGADE,  APO  96377  1  5  DEC  iStfb 

TO:  Commanding  General,  U.S.  Amy  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST,  APO  96375 

1 .  The  tyer&tional  Report  Lessons  Learned  for  the  45th  Ehgineer  Group 
(Construction)  has  been  reviewed  by  this  Headquarters  and  is  considers'* 
to  be  an  excellent  account  of  the  Group's  activities  during  the  reporting 
period. 

2.  This  Headquarters  concurs  with  the  observations  and  reccu&endations 
of  the  Group  Coomander. 


\J.  W.  MORRIS 
Brigadier  General,  USA 
Commanding 


CF: 

2  -  AC  of  S  for  Force  Development,  DA 
1  -  CO,  45th  &igr  Gp 
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AVHGC-DST  (31  Oct  69)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  45th  Engineer  Group  (Construction) 
HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  SF  96375 

31  DEC1969 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 
APO  96558 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  October  1969  from  Headquarters,  45th 
Engineer  Group  (Construction)  and  concurs  with  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


&  L  '/  i  c  « »  «.  • 

John  a.  o'brien 

Colonel,  AGC 
Adjutant  General 


Cy  Furn: 

45th  Engr  Gp 
18th  Engr  Bde 


fO 


GPOP-DT  (31  Oct  69)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  45th  Engineer  Group  (Construction) 
for  Period  Ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (RI) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  '  fi  ^ 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

A  U  c*  V*  4  rs  rt  f"  aw  rN  f*  ^0310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  CCMiANDER  IN  CHIEF: 
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lGD-3  31  October  1969 

bltoJiAlT:  Operation- '1  «>,*.Oit  of  the  45th  Lnginocr  Group  (Construction) 
for  iunod  ending  31  Getobor  1969,  hCb  CbFOH-65  (xtl) 


45th  Engineer  Group  (Construction) 

Comnwi’ding  Office!*  -  COL  Co..  roll  N.  LoTollior  1  Aug  to  31  Oct 
14th  Engineer  B.-ttalion  (Cornb.-.t) 

ConnLUiding  Officer  -  LIC  Drdco  Wilson,  4  Aug  to  31  Oct 

L1C  Tod  B.  Bishop,  1  Aug  to  4  Aug 

27th  onginoor  B  ttrJLion  (Corij.it) 

Convitoiding  Officer  -  LTC  Stuert  wood,  Jr.,  1  Aug  to  31  Oot 
39th  sngineur  Battalion  (Corabut) 

Coosa  aiding  Officer  -  LTC  Thonr.s  A.  Ghormloy,  1  Aug  to  31  Oct 

511th  tkigino^r  Conpciny  (f> aol  Bridge) 

ComiAandlng  Ofiicor  -  CW  Koburt  J.  Heilly 

591st  Engineer  Compa  ny  (Light  Equipment) 

Ccwajiding  Ofiicor  -  CrT  rtoxiailicui  lock 

630th  Engineer  Coinpaiy  (Light  Equipment) 

Conmuiding  Ot.  leer  -  Crl  Iv.vid  H.  Brown 

59th  Engineer  Comp^iy  (v.nd  Clearing) 

CouBk.nding  Ofiicor  -  C1T  Lionel  Ho.- eh 


Incl  2 


IX 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Srcuo(f  Claimficadon 


DD 


POftM 

I  NOV  II 


1473 


UNCLASSIFIED 


"Scurtty  Caasifii-ation 


•  U.  *.  OOVCTMMDTT  mOTTINO  omci  :  >»T0  (J572) 


